
July 6, 2021 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Jacobson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners were 
present.   Pat Pfund representing the Norman County Index was also in attendance.     

Chairman Jacobson asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.   A/T Hanson noted that David 
Stene would be addressing the board at the 9:30 a.m. time slot.  A/T Hanson also noted that she would like to talk 
about delinquent MH tax on Parcel 28-8000007.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the agenda 
with the additions.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Jacobson brought forward the Affidavit for Duplicate of Lost or Destroyed Warrant for Good Hope 
Township, submitted by Russel Baughman, Treasurer, in the amount of $4,682.98, issued on July 2, 2020, that 
warrant being #507965.  Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve the Affidavit, waive the bond and 
reissue warrant 507965 to Good Hope Township in the amount of $4,682.98.   

Chairman Jacobson then brought forward an Affidavit for Duplicate of Low or Destroyed Warrant for Karla 
Tommervik in the amount of $127.71, warrant #510381 issued January 14, 2021.  Commissioner Hall made a 
motion to approve the Affidavit, waive the bond and reissue warrant 510381 to Karla Tommervik in the amount of 
$127.71.   

Chairman Jacobson then brought forward a request from MnDNR to meet with the board at a future date to 
update the board members on things they are working on.  Discussion ensued on the acquisition of land by DNR.  
The consensus of the board at this time is that they would like DNR to come to a meeting and request that Donna 
work with DNR to set up a date that works for all.   

Chairman Jacobson then brought forward the invoice from Plunkett’s Pest Control for their site visit in order to 
submit a quote for solving the bat issue in the courthouse attic.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve 
the payment on Friday, July 9th, since the invoice was received too late for the batch of board bills.  Commissioner 
Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 9:30 a.m. Sarah Kjono, NMPH, addressed the board with her regular COVID-19 update.  Director Kjono noted 
that they continue to work on vaccinations.  Ms. Kjono noted that Norman County has approximately 60% of 
residents 16 and older vaccinated at this time.  She also noted that Norman County has had 9 deaths attributed to 
COVID-19.  Director Kjono discussed funding resources they have received due to the COVID-19 response, and also 
noted that the 2021 Legislature has increased Local Public Health funding.  Director Kjono also noted that 
Child/Teen Checkup funding is going to undergo some changes and this potentially could cause Norman County a 
loss in some funding.   

At 9:42 a.m. Chairman Jacobson called for a short break.   

At 9:50 a.m. David Stene, CFO, addressed the board regarding the Becker County proposal from Mike Brethorst 
that he had brought to the board previously.  At this time, it does not look as though Becker County is going to 
move ahead with the proposal.   

Mr. Stene also noted that it is projected that Norman County will receive $1,240,000 in American Recovery Plan 
Funds, which will be received in two installments, and needs to be used by 2024, according to guidelines.   

At 10:00 a.m. Keith Berndt, Highway Engineer, addressed the board with his agenda.  The first item on Mr. Berndt’s 
agenda was a resolution and final voucher for SAP-054-065 for the Fossum Township bridge.  This is a township 
box culvert that was completed late last fall except for final establishment of the turf.  The contract was kept open 
until now to allow time for the turf establishment and all work has now been completed.  Commissioner Redland 
made a motion to adopt CR 07-06-2021-1, A Resolution for Final Payment of Norman County Contract #2206 – 
SAP 054-065.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution was passed 
unanimously.   

The second item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was a Pavement Marking Contract approval for SP 088-070-068.  
Engineer Berndt noted that Norman County is the lead county on a multi-county Federal Safety Fund project to 
add reflective 6” edge marking to numerous County State Aid Highways in Norman County and 7 other District 2 
counties.  Bids were opened on June 15th and the board accepted the low bid on June 17th.  The State has now 
given us the authority to award the contract.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the contract with 
Traffic Marking Service in the amount of $366,187.92.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted 
in favor.   

The third item on the Road and Bridge agenda was an update on construction projects.  Engineer Berndt noted 
that the CSAH 3 Cold in Place Recycle from US 75 to TH 9 is complete except for final pavement marking.  The CSAH 
3 surfacing from the Red River to Shelly has not yet started.  He anticipates that work to start in late July.  The 
CSAH 51 road raise in Halstad has not yet started, expects that to begin in mid to late July.  The street lighting at 4 
county/state highway intersections was recently awarded but a schedule is not yet available.   



The fourth item on the Road and Bridge agenda was the Highway Dept building design work.  Engineer Berndt 
noted that additional soil borings revealed concerns regarding weak underlying soil.  The design firm was preparing 
an estimate for a remedy, likely piling under the building footings driven to a depth of 70 or more feet.   

Commissioner Bommersbach asked Engineer Berndt about the possibility of Norman County raising the speed limit 
on County Highway 39 which runs into Hwy 113 which currently set at 60 mph.  Engineer Berndt noted that there 
would be a process for doing this, although he felt County Highway 39 would be a good candidate for this as it has 
wide shoulders and is paved.   

Commissioner Gunderson inquired as to how the roads going to the hog facility and the dairy complex were 
holding up.  Engineer Berndt noted that at this time they were holding their own, but what would happen if we 
received much rainfall, he wasn’t sure how that would affect things.   

At 10:25 a.m. A/T Hanson addressed the board regarding delinquent mobile home taxes on a parcel in Halstad.  
She noted that James Smith of the Mobile Home park had been contacted by the City of Halstad regarding a trailer 
located in the mobile home park that was unlivable, the owner was in the hospital, and the City wanted the trailer 
removed.  Mr. Smith noted that he would work to get the mobile home in question removed by tearing it apart 
and selling for salvage, but he would not be able to pay the delinquent taxes on the unit and neither would the 
owner.  A/T Hanson noted that she had talked with Attorney Brue and they agreed the best solution was to abate 
the taxes and allow Mr. Smith to proceed with removing the trailer for salvage.  Commissioner Redland made a 
motion to approve abating the MH taxes on parcel 28-8000007.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.   

Chairman Jacobson then asked commissioners if they had reviewed the bills that were submitted electronically.  
Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the bills as presented.   

Revenue - $128,839.27 Road & Bridge - $296,914.88 Building - $47,437.79 

County EDA - $899.00 Public Health - $5,699.25 Solid Waste - $47.49 

County Ditch - $1,000.00 County Homes - $496.50 TOTAL - $481,334.18 

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  

At 10:30 a.m. Galen Cariveau, HR, updated the board on hiring for the A/T Office.  Mr. Cariveau noted that at the 
last board meeting the board had been informed that one of those who had accepted a position with Norman 
County as a Deputy Auditor/Treasurer had decided not to accept our offer.  This past week, A/T Hanson had been 
informed that the other candidate had now declined the offer he had previously accepted and would not be 
joining the Norman County team.  Mr. Cariveau noted that our marketing to date for the position of Deputy 
Auditor/Treasurer with advertisements in the Norman County Index, Twin Valley Times, Grand Forks Herald, Fargo 
Forum and Minneapolis Tribune have an estimated cost of approximately $5,500.   

Mr. Cariveau noted that A/T Hanson along with the HR Department have developed and are proposing new 
employee recruitment strategies for the positions in the A/T Department, and will be distributing a new internal 
memo to reflect those changes as well as considering other avenues.   

At 10:40 a.m. David Stene, CFO, stopped back into the board meeting to notify the board that he had received an 
e-mail last Friday noting the US Treasury has processed a payment in the amount of $619,134.50, noting the 
receipt timeline of this payment is subject to your financial institution’s usual processing times.

At 11:00 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, opened the Public Comment Hearing with regard to changing the 
Auditor-Treasurer position from an Elected position to an Appointed position.  Attorney Brue began by reading the 
proposed resolution which had been published in the Norman County Index in previous weeks.  Due to the lack of 
attendance at the public hearing, Attorney Brue closed the public hearing at 11:10 a.m.  Commissioner Redland 
made a motion to adopt CR 07-06-2021-2 A Resolution to Change the Norman County Auditor-Treasurer from an 
Elected to an Appointed.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call vote, the resolution was 
adopted unanimously.   Attorney Brue noted that there is a 30-day period where a petition can be filed for a 
reverse referendum, otherwise the change will be affected August 6, 2021.   

At 11:12 a.m.  Chairman Jacobson adjourned the meeting.  

________________________________________   _______________________________________ 

Steve Jacobson, Chairman     Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


